MAPPING

For more information, questions, please contact
Jeremy Dennis at;
Cell Phone
631-566-0486
Email
Jeremynative@gmail.com
WEB
http://www.shinnecockportraits.com/
Instagram
www.instagram.com/Shinnecockportraits
Twitter
https://twitter.com/shinnecockphoto

Jeremy Dennis (b. 1990) is a contemporary fine art
photographer and a member of the Shinnecock
Indian Nation. In his work, he explores indigenous
identity, assimilation, and tradition. Dennis is the
son of Denise Silva-Dennis and Avery Dennis Jr.

Google Maps
Screenshot of the
Shinnecock Indian
Reservation.

Land, People, & Identity
Looking at the Shinnecock Reservation
on Google Maps in comparison to it’s
surrounding communities presents
a unique opportunity to represent
ourselves using our own means; ultimately
reinforcing our connection to our land.
Each of our portraits will incorporated into
Google Maps as 360 panoramic image,
capturing our essential presence and a
snapshot of the surrounding area.

Dennis was one of 10 recipients of a 2016
Dreamstarter Grant from the national non-profit
organization Running Strong for American Indian
Youth. He was awarded $10,000 to pursue his
project, On This Site, which uses photography and
an interactive online map to showcase culturally
significant Native American sites on Long Island.
Special thanks to MDOC Storyteller’s Institute
hosted at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY,
in June 2018.
Cover: Mary Rebecca Bunn Lee (ca. 1835 - 1935) is seen at her
home with an unidentified visitor in 1933. She stands on a
porch at her home on the reservation that was financed by
whaling voyages of her relatives. She remembered a visit to
relatives with her grandmother, who still lived in the unique
traditional Shinnecock houses of thatched sea grass over a
frame of white cedar poles, in the 1840s. This thatched sea or
meadow grass would have been sewn onto the wood frame
with a very large needle or awl made of bone or wood. She
recalled that Shinnecock people were living in both wood
frame houses and wigwams during the 1840s throughout
the Shinnecock Hills area. (Courtesy of the Shinnecock Nation
Cultural Center and Museum)
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Above: 1884 Shinnecock people present at the Semicentennial celebration of Long Island Railroad –
Shinnecock Hills. This event is represented by the oldest
group photo of Shinnecock people known.

PICTURING
O U R S E LV E S
As tribal members, community
members, and family members, one
of the difficulties we all share are
misconceptions portrayed by the
media.
Photography has traditionally been
used as physical evidence of objects
in the world, yet this very fact
threatens our sovereignty and selfdetermination if we do not control
our representation and maintain
awareness of our continued presence.

L E G AC Y
A visit to the Shinnecock Cultural
Center and Museum will instill a sense

of ancestral pride while walking through
the archival portrait collection.

OUTCOME

As we appreciate these images of our
relatives, it is important to continue
the tradition of self preservation
and representation for future
generations. Our image, stories, and
resilience form our legacy and memory
for our descendants.

The portrait collection will be
presented publicly on the web (Google
Maps and Street View), archived
on a personal website (http://www.
jeremynative.com), and as a printed
photo exhibition at local exhibition
spaces (Shinnecock Museum, local
Library, etc.)

G E T I N VO LV E D
Involvement in this project will create
a stronger sense of community and
present a place to voice oneself.

Participants may also request physical
or digital copies of their images and
their family members.

1 - Volunteer using any contact
method on the back of this brochure.
The portrait can be of an individual,
a family (partial or full), or with one’s
pet for example. The hope is that all
residential tribal members will be
involved.
2 - Choose a time & location for
portrait. This will be an outdoor
portrait; on a family front porch,
nearby open spaces, or the street.
3 - An audio recorded interview will
occur during the time of the shoot or
a following appointment. This can be
about personal experiences, family,
and your association with the place
of the portrait.

Above: John Henry Thomas standing in front of an Indian
cellar used for food storage. Photo Ca. 1900, M. R.
Harrington at the Shinnecock Indian Reservation.

